
Spice Up Your Membean Life!

Ready-to-Use Ideas to Engage Your Students

[v.1.2]



Today’s Objectives
1. Get some fresh ideas for integrating Membean 

into other aspects of your curriculum. 

2. Get free resources to go along with each 

engaging activity. 

3. Spice things up! 



One thing to keep in mind...
Membean does not need to be integrated into 

other aspects of your curriculum. 

It can stand alone! 

If you feel like Membean isn’t related to what 

you’re teaching, think again. 
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Then why should you use these?
These activities provide a social and collaborative element 

to using Membean.

These ideas will encourage students to apply their Membean 

words in new and unique ways.

They build on a variety of reading, writing, speaking, and 

listening skills. 



Activity 1: Meme Competition



The What

Ask students to play with 

context, word nuance, audience, 

pathos, and images in a medium 

they are likely already familiar 

with: memes!



The How

Have students carefully select a 

Membean word (or words), an 

image, and phrasing to create 

humor that is widely understood. 

Mount Tamalpais School - Mill Valley, CA 



Lesson Plan Rubric



Google Slides/PowerPoint Presentation



The Why
1. Add collaboration to your 

Membean universe.  

2. Get those creative juices flowing.

3. Demonstrate nuanced 
understanding of a Membean 
word.

4. Manipulate text and images to 
enhance each other for effect.

5. Laugh and win cash prizes. 



Did you say cash prizes? Yep. 

Grades 5-8

1st place: $200 

2nd place: $200 

3rd place: $200 

Finalists: $50

A gift card will be sent to the teacher, and the class can 

decide what to do with their winnings.

What will you buy with your prize money? 💰
Grades 9-12

1st place: $200 

2nd place: $200 

3rd place: $200 

Finalists: $50

Two weight classes 
-

10 winners each!



Here’s the Deal: membean.com/contest
● Have your students create clever memes using a Membean word.

○ They can do this individually, in groups, or even as a whole class. It’s up to you!

● Pick the best one from each class to submit to us by 3/18/22.

○ Only one submission per class will be accepted.

● We’ll narrow it down to 10 finalists per weight class, and then 

student/teacher votes will determine the top 3 prize winners in each. 



membean.com/contest



Last Year’s Winners

North Broward Prep
Coconut Creek, FL

Hay Springs High
Hay Springs, NE

Livonia Jr/Sr High
Livonia, NY



Activity 2: Root Challenge



The What
What better way to learn how word 

parts combine to create meaning 

than by building your own words? 

 Students will use word parts (roots, 

prefixes, and suffixes) to create and 

define their own original 

pseudoword.



The How

Have students choose a root. 

Add a prefix, suffix, or both. 

Define the pseudoword and 

use it in a sentence.

Bene-                +                loqu                +                -phile                          
  “well”                   “speak” or “talk”           “fondness”

Beneloquiphile
One who loves speaking well



Student Planning Sheet



The Why
1. Demonstrate understanding of 

word parts (root, prefix, suffix).

2. Define a pseudoword based on its 

parts.

3. Revise and edit text for precision.

4. Correctly use the word in a 

sentence based on part of speech 

and definition.

5. Show off word-smithing prowess!

Extranovacity

Outside the characteristics of 
being new; something that is old 
but will always stay the same.

Example Sentence

The farmer’s old farmhouse has a 
certain extranovacity about it. 
Even though it is hundreds of years 
old, it looks just like how it was 
when it was built. 

Boulder County Day School - Boulder, CO



Activity 3: Membean GO



The What

Remind students that wherever they 

are, Membean can go with them. 

Students will snap a photo of their 

training or one of their word pages 

on Membean while they are away 

from school. 

Saint Hilary School
Tiburon, CA



The How

Spend time discussing how a “picture is 

worth a thousand words.” How does 

camera angle, content, and perspective 

alter the impact of a photo?

Ask students to choose a specific part 

of the trainer or a word from their bank 

to capture with a related photo. 



Slideshow/PDF



Here are some examples that creatively incorporate a Membean screen 

in the foreground that adds meaning to what is seen in the background.

McCleskey Middle School
Marietta, GA

Pella Middle School
Pella, IA



The Why
1. Get students Membean-ing outside 

of school.

2. Consider purpose, tone, and mood 

when selecting the elements and 

perspective of a photo.

3. Enhance the feeling evoked in the 

audience by cleverly pairing the 

visuals.
Schaumburg High School

Schaumburg, IL



Activity 4: Literary Elements



The What

Some things in the English 

curriculum never go out of style: 

literary elements. 

Ask students to apply their 

Membean words to the literary 

elements you’re learning and 

texts you’re reading. 



The How
Have students find the Membean 

word that best describes a 

particular literary element, 

defending their selection with 

evidence from the text. 

What Membean word 
best describes the…

● Setting
● Mood
● Tone
● Character
● Theme



For Example
Which Membean word best describes 

General Zaroff in Richard Connell’s 

“The Most Dangerous Game”? 

Callous Incorrigible

Why is callous a better word to 

describe him than incorrigible? 

Prove it!



The How
Create a one-pager to showcase 

and justify the selected word in 

relation to the literary element.  

They’ll have to think about their 

subject in many different ways: 

verbally, visually, and spatially. 



The Why
1. Facilitate discussion about nuance of word meanings.

2. Make connections to the text.

3. Encourage precision of word choice. 

4. Tap into the teenager’s unyielding love for arguing. 

5. Strengthen their analytical and persuasive skills. 



Activity 5: Poetry Play



The What
Get creative! 

Have students experiment with 

poetry using their Membean 

words. 

Host a Membean Poetry Slam, 

and get some mic drop moments. 



The How

Have students experiment 

with various poetic forms, 

focusing on or including a 

Membean word. 



Alphabetically I slam, use my

Gift of gab, the

Gadgetry of grad from

Rote verse a la rhythmic stanz.

A domineering wordsmith, the 

Number one source of word myths.

Diction untouchable:

I subvert this, my

Zenith a broad width, the

Epitome of excellence. 



The Why
1. Play with words in a creative form. 

2. Foster trust, empathy, and community within the classroom by 
sharing original work.

3. Give students who struggle with creative writing an anchor. 

4. Explore figurative language. 

5. Provide an outlet for some of that teen angst. 😂



Activity 6: Word Wars



The What
Think March Madness with 

Membean words. 

Students will compete for the 

championship--having the most 

powerful Membean word. 

Shout out to Nick Droege for this fabulous idea! 



The How
1. Split into teams, and determine your team’s word.

2. Pair up and argue about why your word is the strongest.  

3. Winners go into a bracket where words continue to face off 

against each other. 

4. Eventually, the bracket gets down to the Elite 8, Final 4, and 

Championship round where the whole class votes based on 

the defense of the words given. 



Team Planning Sheet



assiduous

beleaguer

effervescent

extemporaneous

beleaguer

extemporaneous

beleaguer razzmatazz

razzmatazz

razzmatazz

megalomania

desiderata

desiderata

tantalize

BELEAGUER

��



The Why
1. Incorporate some friendly competition. 

2. Challenge each others’ ideas and evaluate arguments.

3. Prepare to defend your own with logical reasoning and evidence. 

4. Get exposure to new words in the process of competing and voting. 

5. Show students that effective argumentation and rhetorical 

strategies require precision of language. 



Activity 7: Root Work



The What
Have students become experts on particular roots, find examples of their 

roots in action, and educate their peers on what they’ve learned.

membean.com/roots



The How
1. Groups browse our root archive to choose a root on which to become 

an expert. Listen to the podcast, read all of the materials, and set off to 

find real world examples of this root in play. 

2. Each expert group is responsible for teaching the class their root. They 

could create a presentation, game, poster, worksheet, etc. to share what 

they’ve learned. 

3. They must include the examples they found, including any Membean 

words members of the group have studied.  



Student Planning Sheet



The Why
1. Reverse the roles! Let students become the teacher.

2. Reinforce that words are made up of meaningful parts.

3. Provide real-world application and relevance. 

4. Promote educated guessing of unknown words’ meanings. 

5. Build language curiosity. 



Activities Recap
Activity 1: Meme Competition

Activity 2: Root Challenge

Activity 3: Membean GO

Activity 4: Literary Elements

Activity 5: Poetry Play

Activity 6: Word Wars

Activity 7: Root Work

Where can you find these?

membean.com/resoures



These activities are a lot of fun,
but they also work on important skills!



Meme Skills
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 

and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory 

language to capture action and convey experiences and events.

Analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone.

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and 

present the relationships between information and ideas efficiently.



Root Challenge Skills
Use common, grade-appropriate affixes and roots as clues to the meaning 

of a word.

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform or explain 

about a topic.

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 

rewriting,or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and 

audience have been addressed.

Write informative/explanatory text to convey ideas, concepts, and 

information through the selection and organization of relevant content.



Membean GO Skills
Establish mood and tone.

Integrate visual displays into presentations to add clarity or interest.

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 

rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and 

audience have been addressed.



Literary Elements Skills
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text 

says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate 

elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, 

how the characters are introduced and developed).

Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain 

the topic.



Poetry Skills
Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 

or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a 

specific purpose and audience.

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 

nuances in word meanings.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking.

Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of 

formal English when indicated or appropriate. 



Word Wars Skills
Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent 

manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use 

appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.

Evaluate a speaker's point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, 

identifying any fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or distorted evidence.

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 

teacher-led) building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement and 

disagreement, and qualify or justify their own views and understanding and make 

new connections in light of the evidence and reasoning presented.



Root Work Skills
Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify 

information and add interest.

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words 

or phrases based on grade level reading, and content choosing flexibly from a 

range of strategies.

Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin roots as clues to the meaning 

of a word.

Conduct short research projects, drawing on several sources and generating 

additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of 

exploration.



Got ideas? Share them!
We know you’re developing 
engaging and meaningful Membean 
lessons in your own classrooms. 
We’d love to hear your ideas!

If you use one of these lessons,         
let us know how it goes! 

Email success@membean.com or tag 
us on social media!

mailto:success@membean.com

